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IN CALIFORNIA

On a large map he has marked
the arrival of birds,
the progression of threads
in the fabric,
In a large box
he has stored the sounds,
the rattle of china and glassware,
To be a hermit, he thinks,
to drink tea from a single cup.

The Pacific, he thinks, is his bowl,
closeness is bread from the fingertips.

He thinks not of women

nor intercourse, active and passive.

He thinks not of mountains

where farmers have fired the undergrowth,
dug trenches to contain the brilliance,

The world of ideas is a fire
he thinks. The migration of deer
a mystery.
He knows the mutations of clouds,
but sees in those accidents
patterns wherein a texture like hair
means a person he will never meet,.

John Enright



2 PAuL SMYTH

BURNT FLESH

(from THISTLES AND THORNS: Lyrics of Abraham
and Sarah)

1.

High among the boughs of the oak the breezes
Falter, shaking light from the leaves. The minutes,
Tense with white sun, fall: It is time, the breeze is
Shaking the time down,

I turn slowly and face the tethered ram.

He shies from my hand, hesitates and quivers
Glancing aside, now takes three clumsy steps
Backwards to the rope’s end.

Our eyes meet, strangely, warm. His quivering
Is not unlike my own. Beyond the tree,

Back from the painted wall, the women’s chanting
Washes the altar stones,

And at the wall six men with basins wait,

I touch the ram’s brow, pressing both palms
Firmly between his horns: he stiffens and shudders
But stands. The chants cease.

The men move forward quickly with the knife,
Circling the ram, placing the basins. Now

The knife is passed to me and they back away.
The sun whines on the blade,

He wheels, and I twist with him toward the tree

My hip to his shoulder-——I wrench his horn backward
Exposing the silver throat, and drag the blade
Through to the bright vein.

I raise the head by the horns toward each man,
Filling the basins. Slowly the dark blood

Flows to the greater dark of depth and stillness.
The chanting begins again.



PAUL SMYTH

2.

Flames unfold delicate as petals
Curling yellow and black

Into the raw smoke’s enormous belly
Curling into the night’s flesh folding red

The fire’s roots twist
Deep into layers of flesh and fat
Among ribs winding deep into the stones

Blood trickles like sweat over the stones
Conveys fire

Darker than the dark stones gleaming
Conveys fire along the dry ground

Large birds wait at the far edge of light

And the powerful darkness shudders and stalls
Pawing the stones

The circle of our swaying widens
Moaning swells the smoke rising
The circle of our swaying closes again

She falls rolling slowly

Dragging her hair through blood
Rises toward the fire

Her thighs smeared with light
Arms straining upward glistening
Her mouth shaping awful silences

Fire licks our throats moaning

Singes our eyelids crying

Darkens our faces moaning

Takes up our cries in its gnarled fingers

Light trickles
Over foreheads dark as stone
Into our eyes
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Fire stands in each eye swaying
Like a great solitary tree

And wheels of smoke

Roll wildly down the night

Light rolls over our faces

Crushes our voices on the dark stones

Flames unfold like flowers among our bones
Scorching our bones

Curling sharply into our flesh

Petals like polished blades turning

Brightly into our blood

Clicking against our breath

Fat sizzles and sputters on the stones

We sway like trees of fire our arms

Great boughs of flame swaying

Over the long dry ground

Blood swaying high in the dark wind
Fire’s hooves beating along our black bones
Dark wings beating at our faces

Talons hooking into our eyes

The fire consumes our cries
Curls back its lips and bares its teeth
Screaming against our blood

Sheets of blood

Billow and fall from the wind
Over the charred bones

Hands and lips and eyes smeared
Sticky with salt darkness

And the birds rise
Churning the smoke with huge wings
Trailing shreds of blood from their crooked beaks
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Our blood consumes the fire

Swallows the moaning crying fire

And now our blood darkens humming
Shudders and darkens

Our blood consumes all the fire
And moves like a shadow under the skin

Wheels of smoke roll over the stones
Away over the long dry ground

And the wind moves in robes of folded shadow
Shaking withered cries from the air like dust

Over the dry ground

The enormous flanks of the wind quiver
The night shudders and stands still

3.

Shall he who stares at the sun have light? Shall he—
Cowering in darkness, crouching in caves of fear
Counting his hours like money — shall he be heir?
Let his eyes melt, his lips crumble. This shall not be.

Your flesh is dark with death, but in it is

Ages of light, a seed that glows and yearns:

The force of that seed’s promise shall split your bones
And be your son’s, and countless sons’ of his,

But flesh is death, your best hopes thoroughly
cursed —

The cores of enormous stones are not as dark

As men who know what yardstick meets their work—

Measure the depths of a dead vein’s shrivelled thirst,

Teach flesh’s utter darkness to your heirs,
The deaths in each desire each son will try:



6 PAUL SMYTH

For of a surety these men shall be
A stranger in a land that is not theirs.

Your seed must wait: till evil’s fullest shout

Summons a nation to judge the ruined land —

The judgment forging murder in each man’s hands,

Winds clashing like polished shields within and
without

And the clangor of swords entering every room —

Each heart a hoof pounding across parched land,

Men running and falling—they beg and cut off their
hands

But light shall speak: the merciless seed shall bloom.

Yet, light must wait, a stranger in the earth
That came to men from death by unknown roads
And stays, forcing its strange and distant word,
Concealed till fertile time reveals its truth.

Horrors of dark shall weigh upon each son
Gathering heavy as flesh around the seed;
But he must walk the road toward what he said
Passing the wreckage of things not yet begun,

Past broken swords, past bones, past shining walls
Beyond prediction, deep in the prophet’s eye —
Now, out of thine own bowels, history
Proceeds from death to life: the infant crawls
Lurching from death to lLife, and steadily
The generations move death’s boundary.

Paul Smyth



MAY SARTON

THE ACTION OF THERAPY

1.
After the whirlwind when all things

were blown out of their courses

In the fiery gust,

After the whirlwind when all beams were crossed
And passionate love confused,

Its clear path lost,

Where nothing fused,

But all was burned and forced,

The psyche nearly cracked

Under the blast,

After the earthquake passed —

How did it happen

That cool eyes looked out

On darkness and the storm
And cut the ties

That meant chaos and harm
So that true mysteries
Might act and charm

The haunted spirit back

To its own realm ?

What did the angel do

To make all levels straight
Within that sheaf

Of troubled sense and fear,
Set every beam on its own path
At last untangled,

Singular and bright,

So that nothing was lost,

No slightest hope

Wa's blurred by childish grief



Outside its scope,

But all was still and clear,
So still and bright

No galaxy of stars

Could shine more absolute
On winter night ?

2.
I watched the psychic surgeon
Stern, skilled, adroit,

Cut deep into the heart,

And yet not hurt.

I watched it happen —

Old failures, old obsessions
Cut away

So blood could flow

A clear course through
Choked arteries again.
There was no pain,

My eyes, wide open,
Watched every move

In absolute surrender

To superior power,

I saw it happen

In one luminous hour

(No anesthetic given),

An act of extreme grace
And sovereign love.

From Hell I entered Heaven
And bowed my head,
Where nothing had been suffered,
But all given.

MAY SARTON
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3.

Simple acceptance

Of things as they are.
Finished, that strained arec,
Leap of the salmon upstream,
Climbing waterfalls,
Sublimation

Of one death or another,

The cruel ascension

Towards loss.

Now things as they are —
Spring of the fern as it uncoils,
Brute rock broken

To show the matrix,

Light-shot February skies —
All, all have been given

After the whirlwind.

This is no repetition

Of unresolved attachments,
And deprivations,

No turn of the old wheel.
It is altogether new.

4.
In the terrifying whirlwind

When the mother is resurrected
(How many times, angelic doctor,
How many times ?)

Every defence against grief goes.

There is no future,
Only excruciating repetition
Of the unburied past.
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For the last time

I was torn to pieces

By my mother’s anguish,
Unattainable goddess
Whose compassionate eyes
Understood me so well —
And took my heart.

I do not have to love you
As Iloved her,

To be devastated, but,
Angel and surgeon of the psyche,
I am free to love you now
Outside all the myths,
The confused dreams,
Beyond all the barriers

In the warm natural light
Of simple day.

I am allowed to give you
Unstrained, flowing,
Wise-infant

To wise-mother love.

You broke the spell,

You with your whippets around you
Like some lady in a tapestry

Said to the unicorn,

“If the child needs the mother,

The mother needs the child.”

So be it.
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5.

In middle age we starve

For ascension,

Look back to childhood teachers
But have outgrown them,
Mature love needs new channels,
How long has it been —

What starving years ? —

Since I was permitted

To cherish wisdom ?

I bend tenderly

Toward the young

With open heart and hands.
I share in a great love
With my equal.

Every day I learn better
About how to give

And how to receive love.
But there is still the need
To be filial toward someone,
To be devoted,

Humble and enlightened.

I need to remain teachable
For one who can teach me,

With you all green things flourish,
All flowers may be freely given,
All fears can be expressed,

No childish need is sneered at,
No adult gift unrecognized.

Speak to me
Of the communion of saints
On earth.

11



12 MAY SARTON

6.
Light cannot be described,

Is nothing in itself,

Transforms all it touches.

The flower becomes transparent flame.
A plain white wall

Is marbled by flowing water,

And in the soul’s realm

Light defines feeling,

Makes distinctions.

In the light

Of this penetrating mind,
Vivid response,

Total awareness,

I find myself

In a new landscape—

(Still, it was dear to my mother,
As T suddenly remember)
Fra Angelico’s Paradise
Where souls, released at last,
Dance together

On the simple grass.

Look, there is an owl in the tree.

A fling of lambs in February snow.
There is a donkey waving her long ears.
There is a child

With flowers in her hands.

There is a continuum
(Those garlands of joined dancers)
Of redemptive love.

T’ll keep it
For a million years.
May Sarton



JOHN PLATT

ONE PACIFIC ISLAND

Around Peleliu
napalm-jelly drops

on Bloody Nose Ridge,
stirs an offshore wind,
blows burnt hair, old

fish, seepingsore smell

of the dead across the water.
Eyes and ears strain
their circular patrol
through hot monotony,
through death, alive in air
to surface undercurrents

and disarm the next explosion.

“Mine off the starboard bow!”
The ship swings, alarm
blaring battle stations,

flank speed kicks a wake
splitting water into knots.

The headless son of Nippon,
bloated rounder than a rice-
stuffed Buddha or a mine,
floats on the blue ground-
swells’ rolling mirror.
Shredded skin strings out
like the fringe on a scarf,
waving water from his neck;
his outstretched arms rise
and fall, moving slow
shadows along his ribs;

the sun through a light, reflective

motion lifts his bobbing

13
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body, that huge fatigue-
drenched bumble bee,
on staggering wings
into blind flight.

A thirty caliber machine-
gun is chosen to sink

the menace of false alarm:
well-oiled chatter splashes
into body splat;

bloat groans through a sieve;
small crabs panic.

Their new plateau has risen

to the shock of lead and steel.

Impact quakes their cushion.
They flurry into exodus
out and back to sand.

He floats a little lower

now, but still he floats;
crabs were not his only
issue; the dead cannot

be killed. Our ship retreats;
his rolled puttees unravel
water, heavy pennants
trailing into tails of kelp.
Hull down, distance fades.
Only time sinks where bullets
tear their ragged hole
behind the eyes.

JOHN PLATT

John Platt



ROBERT S. KNAPP

HOLDING

Black steel nets hold up

A bloody sun struggling

Still in John Marin’s water-
Color of the Brooklyn Bridge
(1922).

Intractable, it comes through
Bars the bridge drew over it
And through the paint, raging
Out of the bridge into

The room, like a lion set
Among ladies. I cannot think
That sun; it breaks away
Like a small vessel deep

In the brain.

Yet the eye can
Hold it. That dark purse
Pulses, beats faster than wings
Over the paper, takes sun
Into the reticule of sight,
And almost fifty years mesh
Without sound, with no more
Pain than a young girl holding
Old lace over fresh breasts.

15
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16 PAuL WITHERINGTON

BREAKING THE SOUND BARRIER

This time we stayed right side up

and when the dust and my local area map
defected to the top of the cockpit

where the pilot’s half met mine

I knew we were going to do it the hard way,
over the edge of a circle

I had already drawn, in my mind.

Seventeen years ahead of time

a locust missing one purple wing
danced at my eyes as if it were alive,
and the earth coming up behind

was touched with blood

the negative G’s rushed to my head

in spite of the hold I had on myself
and I saw the crown of the pilot’s helmet
in front of my radar panel

wagging me to join him

in the mouth of that sounding fish
that was spitting up our weight

until close to some boundary of control
my arms went past his to an obscene salute
and jackass pleasure

rode into the stomach of our fear
until we were looking straight down
the air cleared of our foolishness

at the hook of Cape Cod,

its earth green coming back

from the locust in my boot’s dust,

and the only sound was the altimeter’s
second hand whipping the short one
toward zero
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when I heard him curse

and there were two of us again
watching the roads yield to intersections
and then to cars—

Because I thought by the nose tuck
and the silence we had it made,
but he pulled us out
less than a mile above the ground,
flying by feel and damning the instruments
that said we were too low,
pulled the blood to our feet
and my head tight into the radar hood
where I fought the darkness of my relief,
pulled the sun back into place
so the sky broke from earth to blue
on either side of the afterburner’s crash,
and he cursed again to round it out,
to mark how close we had come
from how far.
Paul Witherington
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TWO POEMS

SISTER MAURA

City Intersection

The two kids
jumped her: she

has cashed her check
was pushing her way

to the grocer.
Her pickup cart

dangled behind
like a hurt

birdecage. She was
whispering: bread

fruit (if it’s cheap)—
then her head

cracked the sidewalk,
her hand twisted

pain from her throat,
and fear-crusted

faces of boys
stared her down

for a moment.
They fled on her moan

Later she tried
and tried to say

how it happened
but every word was why.

And the kids
in the alley stared

at the loot:
keys, beads, weird

junk, and clean
flat dollars—enough

for movies, pizza, subways
a long thin knife

and glue on their
shut mouths,
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Observation Only

Josef

Albers once said,
“Listen. A frue painter
paints because he has no
time not

to paint.”

At eighty-two,

for the print-maker’s show,
he taught the computer
advanced

technique:

in automated

engraving mill — a line

of tooled precision which he named
“Embossed

Linear

Construction 2-

A” perhaps to say now

“The art of making reaffirms

the will

to live.”
Sister Maura
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SONNY LISTON

Until prison chained him to rewards:

three squares and his own cot,

he remembered squirrel meat mixed with grits,
Daddy’s snarling whip, a dozen wet mouths
sucking on bones and sad, slurred words

Mama dished out in the shack.

Stoop work, stoop sex, stupid, cold
January snow like clumped cotton
but paying nothing for its crop.
Heat the bugs and fever brought,
the heavy sky in a burlap sack.

Then jail, doing time inside the whale
that eats poor boys.

He grew up grizzled as a bear

trained to dance and grab the till.

- Big, bad champ who barely scrawled his name,
heavyweight knuckles contracted to the ring
where big bears win

far from ticks in the dingy beds,

the cornpone bowls of Arkansas.

Dreams of okra, hills of chard,
sun, a golden glove laid the punches hard
in an undercutting time
which slammed him to the ropes,
last chance arena, the enduring K.O.
Colette Inez



PEANUTBUTTER JELLY SANDWICH POEM

November 19, 1970, 8:30 a.m., standing in the unemployment e aiting to file my weekly claim, I
get a momentarily exact fix on my locus in time: I am aged 40 yg,
days after being fired from my job, 1 month 6 days before Chrigiyg
to foreclose the mortgage, 2 months 12 days before finding anotheg
line, and 6 hours after eating the biggest brightest crunchiest g
the whole wide world. I am also the tallest person in the room,

months 10 days before they tried
), 14 places from the head of the
it peanutbutter jelly sandwich in

It was Like i said this understand to no one in particular gig gles
feeling it probably wouldn’t 15 minutes since you know, work
because the mistake beginners make is trying y unmaking it hehheh .,
said fuck it went out to the b-i-g (already 2 lithsh bit, though unnoticed) i
w-h-i-t-e (chuckle) coolwhite R*E*F*R*I'GYFR*A*T *O*R it

e-

j9Z00q uey) 193394 SI A[el1aInginues g

ee-s-t t-a-l-l-e-s-t l-u-s-c-i-o-u-s-
(zot i was one!)

made myself the w-o0-r-1-d-’-s b-idl
ha ha ho ho hoo hoo hee
two-century peanutbutter jelly sand christ Cap
hg my thing with a God
pping the (Hoo Boy!)
phundredseventyeightbillion
saying Loudly
wich it is all about

t you seem!

damned peanutbutterjelly sand be cause I'd stopp
beginner’s mistake heard my voice (my god) from

light years out (w-a-y o-u-t t-h-e-1-¢

(and quite distinct) “W-H-O0 C-A-R-E-87

WeLf face to face with a strange and
W past week, as instructed when I
ggest and best peanutbutterjelly
 into it for a moment? How can 1
ck at her stonily, shift my eyes,

Having lost my momentarily exact fix on my locus in time, I find
hostile lady who has just asked me if I have actively sought WO
filed my original claim. How can I tell her I have eaten of the #w0''4
sandwich, which was s-0-0-0-0 g-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-d I just had to get|
tell her how much peanutbutter jelly $58.20 a week will buy? Joo,
and silently count the tile joints in the floor.
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38 STEPHEN DUNN

LEARNING TO BE STRANGE IN A SMALL TOWN

1.

What if someone gives you a word

and the word gets around

and then other words, night after night
are thrown from the same passing car,

daring you to violate again

the dark rule of sleep?

This what you are thinking,
alone in your driveway. It’s after

midnight, you have no business
standing here, just a dim light
from the kitchen — an eye on you —
keeping you fearless. You are thinking

no one anymore has any business

by himself, or can go out to hear

the changing edges of the wind, or watch
one by one the lights go off in houses,

without being strange. Say you made it known
you had always been interested in

how the darkness gets larger

in your own town., Who would understand?
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2.

There is a night bug out for a walk,
it has tucked-in its head and legs
and stopped moving because of you.
It senses the humanity in your foot.

It’s afraid. It has that look people have
who’ve been caught being ugly —
you hear it say

_“Who are you to catch me like this?”

It waits. You step back to let it pass,

this odd creature that hates your permission.

It has a hard, blue shell.

When it moves, an impression of shoulders held back.

3.
If neighbors have seen you, you decide

to tell them you were out

becoming a word they had hardly formed,
just to pleasg them.

And what they heard was not wind
in the trees, rather your fingers
rummaging in old, dry tobacco.
They will know what you mean.

But everything is so silent, even the bug
is gone, off into a world perhaps

where it has friends and a nickname.
Your imagination is the only sure thing

behind those windows. Stop worrying,

Choose the most interesting word you can live with.

Stick it on your forehead, publish it in

the local paper. Say you will not let it down.
Stephen Dunn
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